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HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The nenbers of the Illinois GCeneral Assenbly
w sh to recogni ze and acknow edge those citizens in the State
of Illinois and across the United States who have nade

sacrifices to ensure our freedom and

WHEREAS, The Order of the Purple Heart for Mlitary
Merit, commonly called "The Purple Heart" is an Anerican
decoration created by George Washington; it 1is the ol dest
mlitary decoration in the world in present use; it was the
first award available to the common soldier, and has been

awarded to an estimated 800, 000 Anerican soldiers; and

VWHEREAS, On May 1, 2000, a governnent del egate and a
vet erans organi zation representative net wwth Janes Tol bert,
Jr., Executive Director of Stanp Services for the United
States Postal Service, to plead for the issuance of a Purple

Heart Stanp; and

WHEREAS, The group was infornmed that stanps could not be
i ssued for veterans service organi zations because there are
too many such organi zations in existence; however, the stanp
in question is not for the Mlitary Oder of the Purple
Heart, an organization of Purple Heart recipients forned in
1932, but honors the nmedal and those who have received it;

and

WHEREAS, Even though the United States Senate has passed
a unani nous Resol ution supporting the Purple Heart Stanp and
the United States House of Representatives has a Resol ution

wi th over 200 co-sponsors, it may have no effect; and

WHEREAS, A Citizens Advisory Commttee was established in
1957 to keep politics out of the stanp issuance process;
menbers are appointed by the Postmaster General and with

approval of the Postnmaster CGeneral have total control of al
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st anps issued; and

VWHEREAS, It would seemthat the fate of the Purple Heart
Stanp is now in the hands of the public, who have the option
of witing support letters to the chairman of the Ctizens

Advi sory Comm ttee; and

VWHEREAS, The veterans, who gave so selflessly during
tinmes of crisis, are worthy and due full recognition for

their sacrifices for their country; therefore, be it

RESOCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, THE
SENATE CONCURRI NG HEREIN, that we urge the United States
Postal Service to reconsider the issuance of a Purple Heart
Stanp to honor those veterans who received the Oder of the
Purple Heart for Mlitary Merit defending their country

during tinmes of conflict; and be it further

RESCLVED, That suitable copies of this resolution be
presented to M. Janes Tol bert, Executive Director of Stanp
Services for the United States Postal Service, the Honorable
WIlliam J. Henderson, Postnaster General and Chief Executive
Oficer of the United States Postal Service, Dr. Virginia
Noel ke, Chairperson of the Citizens Stanp Advisory Committee,
Boyd Barclay, Past National Commander of the Mlitary Order
of the Purple Heart, and each nenber of +the Illinois

congressi onal del egati on.
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